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Government for its sustenance, cannot be exaggerated, yet the
story is too prominent in post-war literature to need dwelling
on at length in this connexion. There are, however, other
names which must be coupled with that of Lawrence. Accord-
ing to the late King Faisal, for instance, ' the claims of Colonel
S. F. Newcombe or of Major P. C. Joyce to Arab gratitude
were not less strong than those of any other Englishman'.55
The names also of two eminent Arabs should not be omitted,
since they were destined to loom large in the post-war history
of Iraq. Jafar Ai-Askaxi had been taken prisoner while serving
with the Turks in an earlier phase of the war in the Near
East, and was now released, to play a conspicuous part in
the Eevolt. Nuri As-Said had fled from Istanbul early in
1914. He also did invaluable work in organizing the campaign
in the capacity of Chief of the General Staff.

In June 1917 Allenby relieved Murray, who had steadily
been pushing the Turks back across the 'Sinai peninsula, and
had now reached the confines of Palestine. By that time,
except for the garrison which still occupied Madmah, Arabia
was practically free of Turkish opposition, and the capture
soon afterwards of Aqaba, at the head of the Red Sea, gave
Faisal's Arab army a base for its operations on the British
right flank. Jerusalem fell in December, and in the middle
of March 1918 Faisal' received news of the Turkish evacuation
of Madmah itself. Six months later the British and Arab
armies converged on Damascus, On 3 October Allenby entered
the city in his ear, just as Faisal arrived on horseback, with
some 1,200 retainers, at full gallop. The Arab flag was already
flying in the main square. This was virtually the end of
the Syrian campaign, although a final battle was fought on
the hills above Aleppo, four days before Turkey signed the
Mudros Armistice. The Turks were commanded in this last
engagement by a young officer called Mustafa Kemal Pasha.

The first world war was now over, and in January 1919
the Amir Faisal arrived in Paris as head of the Hejaz dele-
gation to the Peace Conference. A few days before the Ar-
mistice a document known as the Anglo-French Declaration,
issued as an official communique, had confirmed the Allies'
intention of setting up national governments and administra-
tions in the Arab countries, subject to 'the free exercise of
the initiative and choice of the indigenous populations \ And